
Know Your Rights at a Protest
If You Are Stopped or Questioned by Police
• Determine if you are being detained by asking the officer if you are free to leave.

• Stay calm and in control of your words, body language, and emotions.

• The First Amendment allows you to criticize or swear at the police, but insulting 
  or arguing with the police may get you arrested.

• Remember officers’ badge or patrol car numbers.

• Write down everything you remember ASAP.

• If you are injured, take photos of the injuries ASAP, but don’t delay seeking 
  medical attention.

• Even if you think the police are doing something wrong or illegal, do not argue 
  with them or physically struggle. You won’t win, and the charges against you are 
  likely to be more severe. Police misconduct should be addressed only after the fact.

Things to Keep in Mind
• Carry ID. Never carry false ID.

• You should make arrangements in advance with friends about what to do if one 
   of you is arrested.

• Memorize important phone numbers. If you are arrested your personal items, 
   including your cell phone, will be taken by the police.

• Avoid carrying drugs or weapons at a protest–even a pocketknife. If you are 
  arrested, you could face additional charges for their possession.

• If you have an outstanding warrant or problems with your immigration 
  status, you may encounter issues if you are arrested while protesting.

For more info on your rights as a protester visit:
www.aclupa.org/issues/freespeech/right-protest/know-your-rights-protest

If you think your rights have been violated or you need legal advice about
 your rights as a protester, contact the ACLU of Pennsylvania at 877-745-2258 
or www.aclupa.org/complaint.  

If you are arrested or cited during the DNC, call the Up Against the Law Collective at 484-758-0388



Additional Considerations for Trans & Gender Variant Protesters

What is the policy? Directive 152 is the policy of the Philadelphia Police Department (PPD) for its 
officers’ interactions with transgender and gender variant folks. Only PPD officers are bound by 
Directive 152 and even then, in mass arrest situations many of these guidelines do not need to 
be followed. You are always safer outside of police custody.

Interactions with Law Enforcement
• Once you request that PPD officers address you by your preferred name & pronouns, rather than 
what is on your government issued ID, they are expected to do so. 

• Unless you are being processed after arrest, or when legally necessary, PPD officers will not 
require proof of your gender or challenge your gender identity/expression. Officers also will not
stop, detain, frisk, or search you to determine your gender.

If You Are Arrested or Taken to a Police Station
• If you are arrested PPD staff will classify your gender and name as it appears in government 
databases, starting with DMV records. If your legal name differs from your preferred name, your 
preferred name will be listed as an alias. 

• When requested by you and when practical, a PPD member that shares your gender identity will 
conduct your search. “When practical” means that in mass arrest situations it is very unlikely that 
this guideline will be followed.

• The policy states that whenever practical, you may be transported and housed alone. However, 
in mass arrest situations it is more likely that you will be transported and housed by gender 
classification, according to your ID’s gender marker.

Things to Keep in Mind
• Officers will require your legal name, but you should also state your preferred name & pronouns.

• Officers should only require you to remove identity-related items such as prosthetics, clothing, 
wigs, and cosmetic items if they are also requiring non-trans/gv arrestees to remove similar items.

• Do not bring needles for hormonal use to a protest without also bringing a letter from the doctor
 who prescribed them for you.

• It is important for everyone to avoid unnecessarily risking the safety and well-being of trans/gv 
folks, especially trans/gv people of color. Do not to incite the arrest of your group if there may be 
trans/gv folks present without engaging them in that decision.

• See the other side for information from the ACLU of PA, especially for information on carrying ID 
and seeking medical attention.

For the full version of Directive 152 search "PPD Directive 152”.
To file a Directive 152 violation complaint, contact Nellie Fitzpatrick at nellie.fitzpatrick@philla.gov.

To file an official complaint with the Police Department contact the Internal Affairs Bureau at 
www.phillypolice.com/forms/official-complaint-form/. 
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